Frequently Asked Questions

About Radon

WHAT IS RADON?
Radon is a naturally-occurring radioactive gas that is invisible, tasteless and odorless.  Radon is released into the air from the natural breakdown of uranium in soil, rock and water.  Breathing radon over a long period of time can significantly increase the chance of lung cancer.  

WHAT ARE THE SOURCES OF EXPOSURE?

Radon typically moves up through the ground to the air above and into buildings through cracks or gaps in solid floors, construction joints, cracks in walls, gaps around pipes, or through cavities in walls.  Radon can be trapped inside buildings to high levels.  

WHAT ARE THE HEALTH HAZARDS OF EXPOSURE TO RADON?

Radon gas decays into radioactive particles that can get trapped in your lungs when you breathe, break down and release small bursts of energy.  This can damage lung tissue and may lead to lung cancer over the course of your lifetime.  No everyone exposed to elevated levels of radon will develop lung cancer, and the amount of time between exposure and disease may be many years.  

HOW CAN I PREVENT EXPOSURE TO RADON?

We can’t see radon, but we can test for it.  Testing involves putting inexpensive detectors in basements or first floor rooms for 6 months to a year, then removing the detectors and sending them to a laboratory for analysis.  The results of the test are reported as the average amount of radon in the air, measured in “picoCuries per liter of air” or “pCi/L.”  The US Army has determined that levels of radon at or above 4 pCi/L require action within 5 years.  

A variety of methods are used to reduce radon in buildings.  In some cases, sealing cracks in floors and walls may be enough to keep radon gas out.  In other cases, simple systems using pipes and fans may be used to remove radon gas from below the lower floor and the foundation before it can enter the building.  Similar systems can also be installed in building crawl spaces.  

HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE ABOUT RADON IN THE 284TH BSB?
As required by Army and USAREUR regulation, the 284th BSB has tested for radon levels in the following types of buildings:  Day care centers, hospitals, schools, living quarters, administrative areas having 24-hour operations, and all other structures routinely occupied more than 4 hours per day.  For the results of testing and for information on radon mitigation projects, contact the BSB Environmental Management Office at DSN 343-6736/8007 or commercial 0641/402-6736/8007.  

This information is based on the USEPA publication “A Citizen’s Guide to Radon.”  


